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We live in snake country.  All of Hood County, even the city of Granbury, with the geography and varied 
environment around the lake, is home to several species of poisonous snakes, including Rattlesnakes and 
Copperheads.  While snakebites in our pets are relatively rare, when they do occur, they can be extremely 
serious and often times fatal.   
 
There are only 3 ways to deal with snakebites: 
1.  Keep your pet out of snake territory .  While this may be possible for indoor only cats, it is not realistic 
for our dogs.  Every neighborhood I have seen in Hood County has brushy drainage areas within a short 
distance to most homes.  Flowerbeds are great hiding places for snakes, as well.  Many of us also take our 
dogs out of their home environment for recreation and work, whether it’s to the park or the country to hunt and 
explore.  When we do, we introduce them to excellent snake habitat. 
 
2.  When your pet is bitten, have it treated for th e bite.   This should occur with any snake bite, or 
suspected snake bite.  Since we don’t always see a snake bite, and we can’t watch our pets 24 hours a day, 
the signs of snakebite to watch for include: 
 

- Swollen, very painful area of the body- head, legs, chest, back, or abdomen.  Many times the pain 
equals that of a fractured bone. 



- Open, draining wounds - oftentimes this doesn’t occur until a few days after the bite, and bite marks 
from a recent encounter may not be obvious.  Not seeing bite marks doesn’t mean it wasn’t a snake 
that caused the swelling. 

- Difficulty breathing, panting, rapid heart rate, depression, nausea, and drooling. 
 
If you see these signs, seek veterinary care immediately.  Treatment can be very extensive and require several 
days’ hospitalization, IV fluids, antivenin, pain medications, and antibiotics. 
 
3.  Have your dog vaccinated against snake bites.   This option is one many people aren’t aware is 
available.  Since 2005, Red Rock Biologics, a vaccine company in California has been producing the 
“Rattlesnake Vaccine,” which is designed to minimize the reaction of venomous snakes in the genus Crotalus.  
These include Rattlesnakes and Copperheads.  Of all the snake bites we treat, bites from these 2 types of 
snakes are most common.  Please see the following link for specific information: 
 
http://www.redrockbiologics.com/index.html 
 
Any healthy dog who might encounter a poisonous snake is a good candidate for the 
vaccine.  While it is still being studied and is under conditional USDA approval, thousands 
of doses have been safely administered to all breeds and ages of dogs.  We would 
encourage you to call us to schedule an appointment to have your dog vaccinated today. 
 
Editor’s Note:  We’ve been having some landscape work done and our ‘bobcat guy’  
reported he has killed 70 snakes so far this year, mostly copperheads!  Plus, the very night 
we produced this, we had 2 snake bite emergencies at the hospital!  Folks, the snakes are 
here!!  This picture is of a rattlesnake found in Bentwater ! 
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Let me tell you about some of our People: 
Jennifer Inbody , the Hospital Administrator at the Morgan St. 
location since 1995, will be overseeing and directing both 
locations.   As a CVPM (Certified Veterinary Practice Manager), 
Jenni has started training our management team in all the areas 
needed to run a veterinary hospital.  Jenni is a member of several 
national associations, does consulting work with a top firm in the 
industry, speaks nationally, is the mother of Ethan, 7, Alexandria, 
6, and Gage, 3, wife to her high school sweetheart Nick, and 
‘people’ to dogs Skye and Casey and cats, Smokey and Oreo. 
They say busy people are the ones to go to if you want something 
done.  I think we have the right person!   
 
Lisa Rodriguez  will be the Office Manager at the Acton Hwy. 
location.  She has been with us for 6 years as our Head 
Receptionist so many of you already know her.  Her natural 
leadership abilities make her a natural (Dr. Miller lovingly calls her 
a bulldozer…but isn’t that just another word for leader?) for this 
position.  Lisa is the mother to Amy, 10, Demi, 9, and Jared, 8, 
and ‘people’ to dogs Brutus and cats Kiara and Gracie.  
Whew…another busy woman! 
 
Shawna Owen,  who has been at the Acton location since the day after she graduated from high 
school in 1990, has just started working as the full time Office Manager at the Morgan St. location.  
It’s a sad time for those who are so accustomed to seeing her happy face, but this way her naturally 
outgoing personality will have the chance to meet lots more people.  As Dr. Miller put it, it’s time to 
kick her out of the nest!  Shawna is a new mother to Jesse, wife of 11 years to Jeff, and ‘people’ to 
her cat Hope. 
 
Robin Chestnut  will be the Assistant Office Manager at the Acton location.  Robin loves working the 
weekends (yeah, we all knew she was ‘special’ ... does this confirm it?), so she will be the ‘go-to’ 
person if we let Lisa have a day off.  She will always be up front Friday through Monday, so if there 
are any concerns, have a talk with her. She has been married to husband Don for 12 years and is 
‘people’ to 1 dog Missy and 6 cats, Clemmy, Tommy, BJ, Louie, Dewey and Sammy. 
 

 

The “TOP SEVEN”, our very own 
group of veterinarians: 

Left to right: 

Don Miller, Janet Hardwick, 
Kathleen Wallace, Scott McCall, 
Mike Mullican, Debbie Gryder, 

Scott Myers,  …………  
all AGGIES! 
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On Saturday, May 6, the Morgan Street location held our Spring Community Pet Fair.  We had booths 
on pet foods, pet products, microchipping, senior pet care, dentistry, fleas and ticks, free nail trimming 
was offered by the Groomers, there was a chance to discuss employment with us, tour our hospital, 
enter a drawing for baskets of pet products, enjoy snow cones and popcorn, and reduce your stress 
level in the bounce house.  They said the bounce house was for the kids, but as the pictures show, it 
must have been for those ‘Kids at Heart’.  The pictures probably tell the real story!  Our Fall Pet Fair 
will be held at the Acton Hwy. location…and of course we’ll let you know when we set the date. 
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