THE ADVOCAT

Animal Medical Clinic January/February 2006
Hood County Animal Clinic
Did anyone see what happened to the first 3 weeks of '06? This newsletter should have been
out two weeks ago!! But here we are........ and here itis. It's full of surprises, so check it out!
(
( BIG NEWS........ it's a boy! Shawna had to deliver this one
early because he ran out of room! Jesse Weldon Owen came
2 Y2 weeks early on January 11th at 2:18 am weighing
\ 5 pounds 15 %2 0z, and was 19 %2” long. Both mother, son -
and even dad, Jeff - are doing well. Shawna will be back to
work soon and I'm sure she’ll have pictures in her pocket!
OUR THANKS

We want to say a belated thank you for all the cards, letters and goodies of the season. Nancy
and | have been blessed by the generosity of our clients and staff far beyond what we could
have ever dreamed. Our 3 years at Hood County Animal Clinic has been wonderful and now
with Animal Medical Clinic on board with us we look forward to an even more exciting future.

W February is National Pet Dental Awareness Month

While talking to a lady recently about her pets teeth, she asked if | had read the article in the
December Reader’s Digest about dental care in people. Entitled “The Checkup That Can Save
Your Life”, the article begins with a man that ignored his own tooth care. This is a very
educational article about dental health care in people with principles that directly apply to our
pets as well.

During February, we will once again be placing an even greater emphasis on oral health care.
Why?
1. For pets over 3 years of age, there is no greater health risk

than dental disease. The significance is huge. We emphasize the need for dental care
for pets all year, but in February, we want to say it even LOUDER. The major issues in a
pet’s life that will influence their longevity and that we can positively impact are
contagious disease, internal parasites, heartworms, obesity and oral health care. When

preventative measures are done properly and in a timely manner, a pet’s life can be
extended 2-5 years. That's a significance we want you to fully understand.
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tartar from the crown of the tooth can be deceiving because it doesn’t remove the home of the
disease — the pockets. The pocket cleaning is what takes time and is what has to be done to
make the cleaning effective and beneficial. The pockets are where the disease causing bacteria
live and their homes must be destroyed. Teeth cleaning really starts when we clean what you
cannot see.

We also care about our clients.
Our clients are very special to us and as we impact their lives through providing health
care for their pets, we also contribute to the quality of the lives of our friends.

There are 4 stages of Periodontal Disease with progression from easily reversible to
problems affecting all aspects of the body. The liver, kidneys, heart and sometimes the
lungs can, over time, be affected by the persistent invasion of toxins and bacteria into the
bloodstream.

The pockets — the part you cannot see — are the most important part of the oral disease.
The pockets are below the gum line and are where the disease comes in contact with the
body. This is where the war of the two worlds really takes place. Simply cleaning the

Of all pets 2 years old or more, 70-85% have some degree of periodontal disease. In
2004, only 10% of dogs and 8% of cats suffering from periodontal disease were treated.

Current recommendations from American Animal Hospital Association is that all dogs and
cats over 1 year of age need to have their teeth cleaned and then yearly after that.

By the time the mouth has an unpleasant aroma, it may be too late to reverse the
process. But there are still steps we can take to prevent further deterioration.

Periodontal disease is sometimes a disease of neglect on the part of the veterinarian.
Some neglect to treat and others neglect to educate.

W
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EVEN MORE NEWS (WE'RE JUST FULL OF IT TODAY!)

ANNOUNCING ==
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ANIMAL CARE CENTERS
OF TEXAS

After February 1st, when you call Hood County Animal Clinic or Animal Medical Clinic, don’t
hang up when you hear us say Animal Care Centers! We have incorporated the name for
both clinics so that the community knows we ARE the same. These two veterinary hospitals
believe in the same principles, share the same vision for the future and practice the same
high quality level of care that you have come to depend on. We share in the belief that your
pet is part of your family and that you desire the best in veterinary care. Both locations of
Animal Care Centers are here to support, educate and be your partner in healthcare
throughout your pet’s life.

FUN FACTS

1. Cats are not small dogs as all dedicated cat owners know. More research continues
to demonstrate how true that is. We now know that cat wounds heal slower than dog
wounds and in different ways. After 7 days, the healing of a wound on a cat will only
be half as strong as a dog, but in the end it will scar less.

Cat lovers have a new website www.catwellness.org. The site is designed to help
owners tell if their feline friend is hiding something serious.

3. Polar bears cannot be detected by infrared cameras due to their transparent fur.

4. No two zebras have the same markings. | have to wonder who checked that out.
Must be that same Russian that watched a tick for 21 years.

5. Human birth control pills work on gorillas.

And now life can continue since you know these tidbits!

Dave Barry
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